Welcome to Mars Learning Update for Autumn Term 2023
Introduction
This year, we have pupils in reception, year one and year two in Mars. Each morning, the year two pupils will be taught by Miss Jones and Mrs Burrow (Miss Wray), and the reception and year one pupils will be taught by Mrs Gilman and Mrs Smith. In the afternoon, all of the pupils will come together. The teachers will be Mrs Gilman, who will teach the first half of the week, and Mrs Smith who will teach at the end of the week. Mrs Mollart, Mrs Walsh and Miss Williams will be supporting the pupils across the week.  
English
Years 1 and Reception children will start the term reading some traditional tales including ‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears’ and ‘The Three Little Pigs’. The children will then move on to enjoy a range of texts from different genre including ‘Ruby’s Worry’, ‘Perfectly Norman’ and non-fiction books including ‘What We Build’. Our focus author is Eric Carle so, we will be listening to lots of his stories including ‘The Hungry Caterpillar’ , ‘The Bad Tempered Ladybird’ and ‘The Very Busy Spider’.

We will be using the Bug Club phonics to teach the children the letter sounds and support their reading. There will be lots of online resources for the children to use at home to consolidate the lessons in school.
Year 2 children will be starting this half term working on our story writing skills, rewriting the tales of ‘La Luna’ and ‘The Queen’s Hat’. In the second half term, we will be moving on to writing non-chronological reports, to fit with our science topic about animals. Throughout, we will be pushing ourselves to use more sophisticated vocabulary, a wider range of punctuation and sentence types, and starting to integrate more Boomtastics from our writing rainbow into our work. 
To start the term, we will be reading a range of shorter, picture books, but will soon progress to reading longer novels together. We are very excited that our author of the year is Tom Fletcher, and we cannot wait to dive into ‘The Christmasaurus’ in December! We ask that all children read at least 3 times in the week, and at least once at the weekend, as this is the minimum to ensure that your child makes progress. Shorter books should be reread three times before they are changed to enable the child to fully comprehend the text, whilst a chapter could be reread 3 times in a longer story. We will also continue to make BugClub books related to this week’s sound accessible at home.
In phonics, we will be continuing to follow the BugClub phonics programme, revising some of the content we learnt last year before finishing the programme. The phonics games to revise the previous sound will be available each week for children to play online at home. Your child will also have a weekly sounds grid in their diary. We ask that they sort the given words into the correct boxes by Friday of each week, and add more words they find in their reading. This will prepare them for the transition to our whole-school spelling programme when they complete BugClub Phonics.
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Maths
This term, the Reception children wiil be working with zero and numbers from 1 to 10. We will be finding out about the language of shape. We will be identifying and continuing patterns and sorting into sets. Year One will work on numbers and place value to begin with focusing on counting accurately, forwards and backwards. They will be ordering and comparing numbers and finding numbers more or less than a given number.

To help with their maths learning, reception and year one pupils will be set weekly maths homework, starting from week five of the autumn term. We are also going to be running Maths Mayhem sessions for parents to join us on a Thursday afternoon at 3.15pm. Please look out in the fortnightly newsletters for the start date for these. 
Year two pupils will be focusing on place value to begin the term and then addition and subtraction. They will focus on numbers to 100 and begin to count in 3s as well as 2s, 5s and 10s. Year two pupils will be given times tables homework from week 5.
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Science

In science this term, the children will be looking at the changing seasons and take part in seasonal walks to observe changes at first hand. Our first autumn walk will take place on Thursday 19th October at 1pm.
Children will develop investigative skills looking at habitats: local, micro and world. We will identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and describe how different habitats provide for the basic needs of different kinds of animals and plants, and how they depend on each other by considering the adaptations of animals, and how living things in a habitat depend on each other. To link with this topic, we will be visiting Peak Wildlife Park on Thursday 2nd November. 
Art  
This term in art, the children will be focusing on drawing. We will be looking at a variety of drawing techniques whilst using different materials. Reception will be linking their drawings to their learning in sciencs, all about habitats and the changing seasons. Year 1 and 2 will link their new learning in history about The Great Fire of London and their drawing skills to create a diorama of the firey landscape! 
Design and Technology   

After half term, we will be learning about textiles. The children will have the chance to join textiles using a simple running stitch and decorate their work using a variety of techniques. 
RE

This term the children will learn about the Good News stories Jesus told. We will focus on some of the parables including ‘The Good Samaritan’, ‘The Parable of the Two House Builders’ and ‘Healer of the Ten Lepers’. After half term we will be looking at ‘Christan Communities’. We will think about a range of questions including what is the church? How do Christians worship God in church? We will also discuss why the Bible is important to Christians.
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Computing                                                                                       
We begin computing by exploring what constitutes ‘technology’ and identifying uses of technology in our environment. All children will practice logging into PurpleMash and BugClub independently – it would be very useful if you could support this learning at home. We will spend some time developing our understanding of e-safety, which is vital to ensure that the rest of our learning this year can be conducted safely. We will then learn how to conduct and refine internet searches, before finishing the term creating digital art. 
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History 
This term, the children will be introduced to a range of historical vocabulary and learn to create a timeline. They will first of all look at key dates within living memory and then go beyond. We will use stories as a stimulus to support our reception pupils thinking about the past and then focus on The Great Fire of London in 1666. After half term, we will focus on The Gunpowder Plot and Remembrance, again plotting these on a timeline. 
Geography 
In Geography the children will learn to name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries. They will learn to name the capital cities of the UK and its surrounding seas.The children will use aerial photographs to recognize landmarks and basic human and physical features. 
PSHCE
In PHSE the children will learn to ‘Shine Like a Star’. We will link this to our school values focusing on how we can be respectful, care for others and support each other, celebrating our strengths and differences.

PE

In PE sessions this term, children will be working with Mrs Roberts and PAS on a range of skills. The focus will be on tag rugby, handball, football and rhythmic dance. PE is on a Wednesday and Friday afternoon and so pupils can come to school in their PE kit: black trainers, navy shorts/skirt/joggers/leggings, a white polo shirt and a school jumper or cardigan.
Music

During the term, the children will enhance their musical knowledge, focusing on developing their awareness of and vocabulary to describe pulse, rhythm, and tempo. The older pupils will learn how to read standard rhythmic notation. In the second half-term, we will explore different styles of singing in different contexts, which will help us to hone our own singing skills in preparation for the Christmas performance!
