
Saturn Class Spring Term 2023 – Curriculum Newsletter 

Welcome back to the 2023 spring term in Saturn class! Miss Wray and I really enjoyed last 

term, seeing the children develop and grow so much.  We are excited to see what 2023 

brings for our brilliant Saturn Class!  We have loads of wonderful learning opportunities and 

lots of fun planned!   

The timetable has only changed very slightly for this term, so what they will need each day 

will stay the same, as will their homework expectations.  We will set out important dates for 

the term, and our spring topics. Should you have any questions, please communicate them 

via your child’s diary, ask on the door at home-time, or email myself. 

nmetcalfe@wincle.cheshire.sch.uk  

No question is too big or small! 

 

Mental health and wellbeing 

Although the initial impact of the pandemic has passed, we will still be ensuring that mental 

health and well-being is an important element of our curriculum, through our PSHE 

curriculum and through our daily teaching.  Our ‘How is your heart feeling today?’ working 

wall seems to work well to encourage the children to share their feelings with us each 

morning and at other times throughout the day.    

Dojos 

We will continue to use our very popular dojo reward system this year.  Children are given 

dojos by any member of staff, for a number of reasons.  It could be because they have been 

kind to another, or helpful, or they may have tried really hard in a piece of written work and 

impressed the teacher.  Dojos are also given for reading at home and recording this in their 

homework diaries.  Once again, we will have a dojo shop at the end of term, where they can 

‘spend’ their dojos on a variety of small items.  For example, pens and pencils, sweets, 

chocolate or fiddle toys.   

 

Spring Term Topics: 

English 

In English, we are continuing to use The Write Stuff approach to teaching writing. This 

involves heavily modelling how to construct different sentences for effect, and using the 

writing rainbow to support writing. As we are still in the winter season, we decided to make 

bird feeders and follow a set of well written instructions.  This will be the model that the 

children will follow to learn how to write their own set of instructions. 

Following this, we will go on to write a non-chronological report all about habitats.  This will 

be closely linked to science and allow our children to really develop their vocabulary 

connected to this topic.   
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Our narrative text this term is ‘The Crow’s Tale’ by Naomi Howarth.  The themes fit really 

well with our science topic of living things and their habitats and it also has an endearing 

PSHE positive message of self-esteem and self-acceptance.  

 

Spelling 

We will continue using our current approach to teach spelling. Alongside teaching spelling 

rules and common exception words, we will continue to employ a phonics-based strategy, 

having a “sound of the week”.  Please check that your child is practicing these new words at 

home each week and also finding as many new words to add to their grids as possible.  

More words equal more dojos! 

 

Maths 

In maths, we will be finishing our work on shape and then moving on to money and then 

multiplication and division.  After half term, we’re planning to learn about length, height 

and perimeter and then mass and capacity. 

 

Science 

In science, our topic is ‘Living Things and their Habitats’ and ‘Animals including humans’.  As 

part of our science learning, we have planned a trip to ‘Lower Moss Wood Educational 

Nature Reserve and Wildlife Hospital’ in Knutsford on Monday 30th January.  We will travel 

by coach from school at 9 am, returning at 3:15pm.  Please would children wear warm, 

waterproof clothes and wellies or walking boots.  The cost of the trip will be just £5 as the 

PTA have agreed to subsidise it.  How exciting! 

 

Geography & History 

In geography, we will be consolidating our knowledge from the autumn term. Alongside 

this, we will be learning simple fieldwork techniques and observational skills to study shops 

in the local area. Using maps and photographs of our nearest villages, towns and cities, we 

will study the human and physical factors in each location.   

In history, we will be studying how shops have changed in living memory. Using historical 

photographs and maps, we will link our learning to our geography topic, to learn how 

shopping has changed in the last few decades. And what it might look like in the future!  

 

 

 



RE 

In RE this half-term we will be learning more about how Christians understand The Kingdom 

of God.  Why did Jesus teach his disciples to pray the Lord’s Prayer?  What do Jesus’ 

parables tell Christians the Kingdom of God is like?  After half term, in the run up to Easter, 

we will learn all about Resurrection.  Why was the empty tomb good news for Christians?  

Why is the resurrection story important for Christians? 

 

Computing 

This term in computing, we will be looking at spreadsheets, their uses and how to use them. 

Following this, we will discover how to make music using online resources. To complete the 

spring term, we will be understanding the importance of phrasing questions and to use 

data-handling resources on PurpleMash. Pupils are welcome to continue this learning at 

home by accessing PurpleMash.  

 

Art/DT 

In Art, we will be focussing on observational drawing and water colours, as well as 

mechanics for DT.  In the first half term as a link to our English and science lessons, we will 

be working on creating observational drawings of birds. We will be learning how to use 

water colour and new painting techniques. After half term, our focus will be on mechanics, 

learning how to create our own levers, wheels and winding mechanisms.  

 

Music 

In music, we will be developing further our understanding of rhythm and going on to learn 

how to read pitch, so that we can perform a simple piece.  We will also learn how to 

describe the elements of music.  

 

French 

In French, we will be following our new curriculum developed by Cave languages, working 

on not only our French speech, but our ability to read and write the words that we can say.   

 

PE 

Saturn will be doing PE on Tuesdays and Thursdays and will need to wear their PE kit on 

those days.  This half-term, we will be doing Badminton on Tuesdays and Football on 

Thursdays with the Coach Joe from PAS.   

After half term we will be doing Basketball and Gymnastics.  



PSHE 

This term, we will work on understanding further what diversity is, including neurodiversity.  

We will also explore ‘being welcoming’ and the impact this has on others.  We will learn 

about keeping safe and managing risk.  After half term we will focus on how to look after 

our mental and physical health.  

 

Our timetable for the autumn term: 

We will continue to have our timetable aligned with Mars class and share play times together.  It 

may be useful to place this timetable somewhere where your child can refer to it each morning. 

Please note that timetables do sometimes have to change to accommodate events throughout the 

school week.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Weekly Homework: 

Reading • Like all skills, when it comes to reading, practice makes perfect. Children 
would really benefit from reading to an adult at least 4 times a week, in 
addition to their daily reading to adults in school. Children who read to 
an adult less often than this are likely to fall behind.  

- Children should read their school reading book, but they are 
encouraged to read books from home too.  

- Shared reading with an adult should be used to check that the child 
understands what is going on in the text, understands the meaning of 
all words on the page, and can read fluently with expression.  

Spelling - Children will have a new focus sound each week, which will be glued in 
their diaries on Monday. As they read their reading book, they should 
copy any words containing the sound into the table in their diaries and 
practise their Common Exception words too, though there will be no 
formal spelling tests in school, because every child will have different 
spellings appropriate to their individual needs.  

English - Homework will be set on Tuesdays and will need to handed in by Friday. 

Maths - Maths homework will be given on Fridays and can be handed in 
anytime between then and the following Tuesday. 

 

Things to remember: 

Monday New spellings written in diary. Things to bring every 
day: 

 
Homework diary 

Reading book 
Water bottle 

Waterproof coat 
Glasses (if worn). 

Tuesday Wear PE kit. 
Maths homework due and English homework 

set. 

Wednesday  

Thursday Wear PE kit. 

Friday English homework due and maths homework 
set. 

 

Dates for the diary: 

Tuesday 17th January – ‘Y2 SATS Meeting’.  

Monday 30th January – Trip to Lower Moss Wood 

Monday 20th February – Friday 24th February – Half Term break 

Friday 31st March – Break up for Easter 


