
Welcome to Jupiter for the spring term. 

The teachers for this term will be Mrs Smith, who will teach the first half of the week, and Mrs Roberts who 

will teach at the end of the week. Mrs Massey and Miss Jones will be supporting the pupils across the 

week.   

Curriculum areas 

English: Reading, spelling, handwriting and writing will be taught separately each day. Reading will be 

taught for 30 minutes and the pupils will focus on a class narrative text, which for the first few weeks is The 

Nowhere Emporium. We will be covering narrative writing linked to this text, followed by learning how to 

write a balanced argument on Screen use; finishing off with studying the poem ‘Moth’ in the last week.  

After half term, we will return to narrative beginning with ‘The Selfish Giant’, followed by non-fiction report 

writing.  

Spelling lessons will be at the beginning of the day, for 30 minutes and each week, and the pupils will focus 

on a given sound. Depending on the ability of your child, they will investigate the different ways of spelling 

the given sound and identifying the relevant rules and common exception words from the National 

Curriculum.   

We will continue to use The Write Stuff to teach writing for an hour each day, and this term, we have 

chosen ‘3 golden lenses’ for key focus in all writing across the curriculum.  These are: correct use of all 

sentence punctuation, use of a variety of sentences (simple, compound and complex) and use of 

descriptive vocabulary.  As well as practising key writing skills in this lesson, the pupils will be able to use 

and apply the knowledge gained from their reading and spelling lessons. Each morning, as the pupils arrive 

in school, we will practise all the different joining techniques. Please support your child by bringing them to 

school as close to 8.45am as possible.  

English homework will be sent out on a Friday and will be collected in on a Wednesday. Please do 

ensure that you complete the parents’ feedback form at the front of the homework book each week. 

Maths: Maths will be taught daily for one hour. The main focus for this term will be on fractions, decimals 

and percentages. To be confident at this, your child will need to know their times tables. Please do ensure 

that they practise their times tables on TT Rock Stars each week. When they do practise, ask them to 

record this in their diaries as they can win a dojo. 

Maths homework for Y5 pupils will be sent out on a Tuesday and will be collected in on a Monday. 

Please do ensure that you complete the parents’ feedback form at the front of the homework book 

each week. 

RE: This term, the pupils will be continuing their focus on community and looking at the question: How does 

a mosque show that the idea of one community is important to Muslims? The class will continue to focus on 

Islam and identify how and why Muslims care and look after the environment. They will investigate how and 

why some Muslim organizations help those in need and finish looking at why the 5 Pillars of Islam are 

important to Muslims and how they affect their life choices. 

Science: This term, on Wednesday afternoons, the science topics will be: ‘Evolution and Inheritance’ and 

‘Animals including humans’ for 1.5 hours. Every lesson will incorporate a practical activity with an emphasis 

on using accurate scientific vocabulary, both verbally and in recordings.  Children will continue to develop 

their scientific skills of: predicting, observing, measuring, recording as well as completing investigations, 

where they will identify variables, record and explain results independently.   

IT: To begin we will complete our topic on Online Safety followed by cross curricular learning to in Art to 

create digital Collages.  After half term children will learn how to search a database, create a class and 

topic database using the Purple Mash program.   

Geography (second half term): Our focus in geography will be on the local area. The pupils will use their 

locational knowledge of the UK and when out in the environment, conduct field work to observe, measure 

and record the human and physical features in the local area. They will also be identifying evidence of the 

Bronze Age and Iron Age in our local area.  

 



History (first half term): During the first half term, the children will be identifying how life improved for 

people in the Iron Age and how the development of iron led to an improvement in farming. They will decide 

which ‘age’ was better: Stone, Bronze or Iron and then ask the question: ‘If you were Julius Caesar, would 

you have invaded Britain in 55BC? 

DT/Art: (Friday afternoons) In the first half term, pupils will learn about collage and look at the work of 

Henri Matisse.  They will work from a variety of sources including observation, photography and digital 

images using different techniques, colours and textures when designing and making pieces of work.  

In Design and Technology, children will plan, design and make a small cart with axles and wheels, as well 

as learning about Food from the past.   

French: On Wednesday afternoons, pupils will learn French language skills for approximately 40 minutes.  

In all lessons, the priority is to practise listening and speaking so that they recognise and pronunciate the 

sounds in words accurately. This is done through a range of resources including songs, rhymes and story 

books. In the first topic, ‘Monsters’, children will continue learning to build sentences including plural nouns, 

the indefinite article, agreement and position of adjectives in the singular and plural. In the second half of 

spring, children will create a mini fact file about themselves using knowledge of sentence building with 

regular and irregular verbs, the indefinite article, negatives and the agreement and position of adjectives.  

Children use bilingual dictionaries in all topics.   

PSHE: Children will continue with ‘My Happy Mind’ learning on Tuesday afternoons.  On Thursday 
afternoons Mrs Massey teaches about mental health and well being, in particular about how to deal with 
feelings.  After half term, they will move onto learning about identity, society and equality; focusing on 
stereotypes, discrimination and prejudice including tackling homophobia. 
 

Music: Mike will take the lead with teaching music and in the spring term, the pupils will receive brass 

lessons. Please make sure your child brings their brass instrument in each week on a Friday. 

Children will also practise songs to take part in the Music Festival.  

PE: Peak Active Sport will teach one PE lesson on a Monday and the first focus will be on dodgeball.                                         

Mrs Roberts will teach Rhythmic Gymnastics for the first half term (Thursdays) followed by badminton                                  

in the second half term.    

Trips 

Athletics Competition Macclesfield Academy Thursday 20th January afternoon  

Music Festival at Macclesfield Academy Thursday 17th February  

Sustainable Water Use Workshop (on site) Thursday 3rd March  

Kwik Cricket competition Thursday 24th March  

Burwardsley Centre One Night Residential: Monday 25th April and Tuesday 26th April 

Activities will include visiting an Iron Age dig, having a camp fire and habitat walk 

Edale Two Night Residential: 27th, 28th and 29th June 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Non-Negotiables 

You may hear your child talking about non-negotiables. These are the basic skills we expect the pupils to 

demonstrate in all their work to ensure that it is well presented and of a high standard. We will be marking 

each piece of work with an NN at the bottom. Your child will receive a gold, silver or bronze sticker 

informing them how many of the non-negotiables they have achieved. See below for more information. 

Non-
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es 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*All lines to be drawn with a ruler. 

*All tall letters to be tall and long letters to be long. 

*All letters to sit correctly on the line. 

*Write on every other line to allow for editing. 

*Date and LO to be written correctly and underlined. 

*Cross out a word once if it is to be removed. 

*If a spelling is incorrect, write it 3 times at the bottom of your work. 

*If a spelling is incorrect, write the whole word – not just edit letters 

*When using pencil, it must be sharp. 

*Rub out errors in maths rather than crossing out. 

*No rubbing out after marking so errors can be seen.  

*All drawings to be done with a pencil. 

 

 

 

GOLD 

 

SILVER  BRONZE  

STAY IN AND CATCH 
UP 

 
12 11 10 9 or less 


