
Wincle CE Primary School 
  Wincle School creates an enriching and outstanding rural education, nurturing the whole 

individual: body, mind and soul, inspiring rounded, happy, courageous children who shine in all that they say 

and do, exhibiting a passion for learning, a confident faith, a loving concern for community and an inclusive 

respect for all. 

          Wednesday 4th January 2023 

A message from the Headteacher, Mrs Smith: 
Dear Parents, 

Happy New Year! 

I hope you have all had a lovely Christmas with time to rest and recuperate from a busy autumn term. The pupils 

have returned to school this morning looking smart and eager to learn, and the children in Mars were most excited 

to find that Santa had left them a lovely new carpet for their classroom, which looks fantastic and means that 

the classroom areas can be much more flexible.  

We have a busy and fun-filled term ahead where we will be encouraging the children to move on from all of the 

fantastic learning they did in the autumn term. We will be encouraging them to recall this information and build 

upon it becoming more independent in their learning. We are hoping to organise a trip for each class for this term 

following the great success of the Christmas Fayre, so please look out for more information in upcoming 

newsletters.  

We always like to start the new term by focusing on our school vision. This can be found at the top of this page 

and it is important that all pupils, parents and staff are confident in explaining our aims at Wincle. We would like 

to invite parents to join us on Thursday morning (5th January) for a short 30 minutes session focused on the 

school’s vision. We have planned a workshop whereby both pupils and parents can have their say about how Wincle 

School can achieve its vision in the spring and summer terms. We would love to hear your ideas and this will 

provide a great opportunity for you to work with your child. Please join us if you can at 9am. 
This term, I take up my teaching responsibilities again and I am very excited to be back in the classroom, where I 

am at my happiest. This does not mean though that I am unavailable for parents should you wish to speak to me. 

We continue to run an open-door policy, so if there is ever anything you wish to ask/say etc, please do let me know 

and I can speak to you about it when I am out of the classroom.  

Best wishes, 

Sarah Smith  

New information: 
Phonics and Early Reading 

It is recommended for all pupils in reception and year one to follow a systematic synthetic phonics (SSP) 

programme that provides: 

 all that is essential to teach SSP to children in reception and key stage 1 years of mainstream primary schools 

 sufficient support for children in reception and key stage 1 to become fluent readers 

 a structured route for most children to meet or exceed the expected standard in the year one phonics 

screening check 

 all national curriculum expectations for word reading through decoding by the end of key stage 1 

Our chosen SSP is Bug Club Phonics which links closely to Bug Club reading. It is essential that both school and 

parents utilise the chosen programme as much as possible to support this child. To help with this, we are running a 

workshop for parents of Twincle and Mars children on Thursday 26th January at 9am. It will last one hour.  

At this workshop, parents will have the chance to observe first hand, a phonics lesson and will be able to work with 

their child on a range of phonics and reading activities. Our aim for this workshop is to provide parents with all 

that they need to best support their child at home.  

Along with teaching materials, Bug Club phonics also has a range of digital resources. Your child will be allocated 

these resources in line with the focus in school. please do support your child by allowing them time to work on 

these resources. There is also a reading book linked to each sound taught which again, will be allocated to your 

child. There will also be a range of banded books available for your child to read.  

More information on these digital resources will be given at the workshop.  

 



 

 

Reading 

This year, our focus in school is to raise the pupils’ attainment in reading as well as to inspire them to develop a 

love for books. To support this, staff have undergone lots of relevant training.  

When a child first reads a book (regardless of ability), they are reading for accuracy. To become fluent, they 

need to read the text for a second time. After three reads, a child is able to gain an understanding from what 

they have read and answer high-level comprehension questions. 

To support this, pupils in Mars will be asked to read their book three times before changing it. Books are 

currently changed on a Monday and a Thursday so this can still continue as there are three opportunities to read 

in between. Even if your child is classed as a fluent reader (can read 90 words per minute at turquoise level or 

above), we still strongly recommend that instead of reading the book through just once, you ask your child to re-

read a chapter and ask them questions to check their understanding, and we recommend that parents of pupils in 

Saturn and Jupiter do this also.  

Maths Workshop 

Following the huge success of our spelling and handwriting workshops last term, we are holding a maths workshop 

on Tuesday 10th January at 9am for one hour. If you are able to attend, you will get the chance to work with your 

child on a range of maths problem solving and reasoning challenges. This will really help parents to see how 

important the learning of their KIRFs (key instant recall facts) really is and provide you all with an opportunity to 

see what a maths lesson is like for your child. If you have children across the classes, you will be welcome to move 

around school to work with them all. Please do join us if you can.  

Data collection sheet 

Following a recent change in guidance, we are required to ask all parents to complete a new data sheet. This is 

because we need to ensure we have the following information recorded: 

*who has parental responsibility of your children 

*your three emergency contacts in the order you would like them to be contacted 

*if your child resides in more than one property as we are required to have it recorded when they are at which 

property 

*whether there are any court orders in place for your children  

We would very much appreciate a prompt response from all parents to complete this form. Please note that only 

one sheet needs to be completed for all of your children.  

Year 1 phonics testing 

In June, all pupils in year one will sit a phonics test. We would like to provide parents with more information on 

this and how they can help at home, so we are holding a short meeting on Tuesday 7th February after school. 

Please do try to join us if your child is in year one. 

Year 4 Multiplication Check. 

In June, all pupils in year four will sit a Multiplication 

Times Tables Check. We would like to provide parents 

with more information on this and how they can help at 

home, so we are holding a short meeting on Thursday 

9th February after school. Please do try to join us if 

your child is in year four.  

Year 2 SATs 

In May, all pupils in year two will be sitting a number of 

tests in reading, maths and SPAG (spelling, punctuation 

and grammar). We would like to provide parents with 

more information on this and how they can help at home, 

so we are holding a short meeting on Tuesday 17th 

January after school. Please do try to join us if your 

child is in year two. 

Year 6 SATs 

In May, the Y6 pupils will all be sitting their end of key stage assessments. As a result of the King’s Coronation, 

these tests will begin on Tuesday 9th May and as we have fourteen pupils in year six, a different approach will be 

required this year. We would like to provide parents with more information on this and how they can help and 

support at home, so we are holding a short meeting on Tuesday 24th January after school. Please do try to join us 

if your child is in year six. 

Our inclusive school 

One of the greatest benefits of being a small school is that we know all children incredibly well and can 

understand and meet their individual needs. We love every one of our children and put significant effort into 

helping them to grow in their unique ways.  

Sometimes, the things that make a child so wonderful fit a pattern that might match a diagnosis, including, but 

not limited to, autism, ADHD, or dyslexia. Other times, we might notice that a child is struggling in a certain area, 



 

 

and need to investigate (sometimes with the support of external professionals) what support they might need 

from us. This is always done with the intent to ensure that the child has whatever they need, as soon as they need 

it.  

We will never force a parent to seek a diagnosis for a child and we never seek to change them. However, our 

reasons to assess a child’s needs might include: 

 A need to help the child understand themselves. Many adults with diagnosed needs find that the term 

explains how they see the world in a way that helps them to accept themselves. The diagnosis is not a 

label, but a key explanation or part of their identity that they have a right to know and understand.  

 In an ideal world, all people would be entitled to whatever support they need, when they need it, 

irrespective of a diagnosis. However, we do live in a world where a diagnosis can be the key to accessing 

support, including support with GCSEs, university, workplace support, and social support in adulthood. We 

do not want to deny any child the help they are entitled to, so aim to access the help they are entitled to 

as early as possible.  

 To create social connections: many children (and adults) who have a diagnosis really benefit from spending 

time with others with the same diagnosis, and comparing notes with those who truly understand their life 

experiences.  

 People with diagnoses such as autism are significantly more vulnerable to mental illness. However, the 

incidences of mental illness in autistic people who are not diagnosed until adulthood are even higher. We 

desperately wish to protect our children against these risk factors by ensuring they get their diagnosis, 

and any support they might need, as early as possible.  

 An assessment for neurodiversity enables us to gain knowledge and advice regarding a child, of a level that 

we may not have the expertise to ascertain ourselves.  

The multiple routes to each kind of assessment will feature in future newsletters. If you have any questions or 

concerns about your child’s needs, please ask: we are always happy to chat and help.  

Class information:  
Twincle 

Reminder: We are off to Chester Zoo on Friday. Please 

ensure your child brings with them a warm coat. 

Mars: 

 

Saturn:  

 
Jupiter:   

Y4 pupils will be attending a multi skills event at 

Macclesfield Academy on Thursday 19th January. Please 

send your child to school that day in PE kit if they are in 

Y4. They will be transported by coach and supervised by 

school staff.  

Reminders 
Goodbye Gloria 

Gloria’s last day is on Monday 9th January. All parents are welcome to attend our goodbye assembly at 1pm 

followed by a tea party. If you would like to contribute to Gloria’s leaving gift, please pay at the school office as 

soon as possible.  

 

School lunches 

We are outstanding a number of lunch payments from Autumn 2. Please ensure that these are paid by Friday 8th 

January. If you are unsure if you have paid, please contact the office. 

Important Dates: 
Thursday 5th January – SIAMS workshop for parents at 9am 

Friday 6th January – Twincle Chester Zoo Trip 

Monday 9th January – Gloria’s goodbye assembly at 1pm 

Tuesday 10th January – Maths workshop for parents 9-10am 



 

 

Monday 16th January – coffee afternoon for parents of children with SEN 2.30pm 

Tuesday 17th January – Y6 dental surgery 

- Y2 SATs information meeting at 3.20pm 

Thursday 19th January – Y4 multi skills event at Macclesfield Academy 

Monday 23rd January – Chinese New Year celebrations 

Tuesday 24th January – Y6 SATs information meeting at 3.20pm 

Wednesday 25th January – Possible netball competition for Y5/6 PM 

Y3/4 football competition at Macclesfield Town 

Thursday 26th January – Parent workshop for phonics and early reading 

Wednesday 1st February – Mars parents to lunch 

 Y5/6 Girls football competition at Macclesfield Town 

Friday 3rd February – coffee afternoon for parents from 2.30pm 

Tuesday 7th February – Y1 phonic test information meeting at 3.20pm 

Wednesday 8th February – Y5/6 Boys football competition at Macclesfield Town 

Thursday 9th February – Y4 MTC information meeting at 320pm 

Tuesday 14th February – Chester Cathedral visit for pupils from Y2 to Y6 

Wednesday 15th February – Story Café 

Thursday 16th February – Saturn parents to lunch 

Thursday 2nd March – World Book Day 

Football competition at Wincle for small schools 

Wednesday 8th March – Twincle parents to lunch 

Thursday 16th March – Jupiter parents to lunch 

Parents Evening 

Friday 17th March – Mothers’ Day Service at 9am 

Thursday 23rd March – Y5/6 Kwik cricket competition  

Thursday 30th March – Twincle story café 

Friday 31st March – Easter Service at 9am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


