
Wincle CE Primary School 
  Wincle School creates an enriching and outstanding rural education, nurturing the whole 

individual: body, mind and soul, inspiring rounded, happy, courageous children who shine in all that they say 

and do, exhibiting a passion for learning, a confident faith, a loving concern for community and an inclusive 

respect for all. 

          Wednesday 18th January 2023 

A message from the Headteacher, Mrs Smith: 

Dear Parents, 

 

The spring term has got off to a flying start with the pupils working extremely hard in school. Twincle have been 

on a school trip to Chester Zoo and thoroughly enjoyed watching and learning about the animals: they are still 

telling me all about it when they come up for lunch each day. I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 

PTA for contributing towards the cost of the coach for this trip.  

 

Mars pupils have been busy in class working, not only with the teachers, but their parents also. Our Family Read 

sessions have begun again and parents were welcomed into a maths lesson last week to see how we run our maths 

curriculum in school. The children in Mars have also been busy building bird boxes ready to put up in our school 

environment: this was something they expressed a desire to do at our recent vision workshop.  

 

Saturn pupils have been learning about instructional writing and they too, have been busy helping out the birds in 

these winter months by making bird feed. They will be using this experience to write their own instructions later 

on this week. The class are enjoying learning how to play badminton and are reading the BFG as their class read.  

This term, Jupiter have split for morning sessions, but both Jupiter and the Milky Way are enjoying reading 

Katherine Rundell’s ‘The ‘Explorer’ and this is linking to their geography learning of North and South America. The 

class are also enjoying working with Amy from Sylk Dance this half term in dance lessons.  

 

This term, the whole school’s focus in worship is going to be about one of our core values: respect. The classes will 

also delve into this value more deeply in class worship and when learning across the curriculum. Respect is an 

important core value in our school because it is the foundation stone of relationships within our school and wider 

community. In our community, we learn that God made us all different and unique. This is something that we 

celebrate together. We learn to value ourselves, each other and the wider community through honesty, tolerance 

and trust, where everyone has an equal right to our care, time and attention as a reflection of God’s love. This 

means valuing differences and showing tolerance. The ‘golden rule’ is:  

‘Treat others as you would want them to treat you’ Matthew 7:12 

For more information about our core value of respect, please visit our school website.  

 

There is lots going on this term for the children. Please read and save the dates documented on this newsletter. 

As always, if you have any worries or concerns, please do not hesitate to get in touch.  

Best wishes, 

Sarah Smith  

New information: 

After-School Clubs 

Our after-school clubs begin next week, apart from PAS which begins on Friday this week. 

Day of the week Mars and Saturn Jupiter 

Tuesday Mrs Wilson’s writing club – all welcome 

Mr Kerr’s sports club – all welcome 

Wednesday Cooking club for Saturn only  

Thursday Christian Care Club with Mrs Henshaw Netball with Mrs Roberts – Saturn welcome 

too 

Friday PAS 

Please note that clubs finish at 4.20pm and are charged at £2 a session. 



 

 

PTA  

The AGM takes place on line on Thursday 19th January at 8pm. A link will be sent out to all parents – please do join 

us if you can.  

The PTA ran a number of popular events during the autumn term and as a result managed to raise lots of money. 

They have purchased all the equipment needed for our new school pet who is arriving imminently and they have 

also generously offered to pay £15 per child over the year towards school trips. This will mean that the amount 

we will be charging parents for trips will be greatly reduced. I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 

PTA for their endless fundraising and kind donations.  

SIAMS Workshop 

We were joined in the first week of this term by our parents to discuss our school vision. The parents worked 

with the pupils thinking about how we could enhance the provision offered at school. The ideas were amazing and 

there are so many that we have decided to publish one set of ideas in each newsletter. The following ideas were to 

ensure Wincle CE Primary School is an enriching and outstanding rural education. 

 

 *lots of active learning                                                                               *drawing workshop 

*going to live experiences – theatre/museums/art exhibitions                    *Wincle walk 

*more science experiments and science club                                                *try different sports – like skiing  

*more trips – football stadiums, museums and Edale                                  *more opportunities to work with artists 

*make bird houses for the Peak Park                                                           *stay over at Back Dane 

*learn how to garden and look after the school                                            *more cross-country challenges  

*learn with the Peak Park                                                            *bird spotting and learn the names of all the birds 

*trips to the beach                                                                                   *ask Peak Park rangers to come in more 

*teach each other what we already know                                       *learn about how we can look after Wincle more 

*more campfires and marshmallows                                                               *school allotment 

 

The staff are working hard deciding which ideas to organise first and if you look at the class sections of this 

newsletter, you will find exciting news about many trips.  

Music concert  

The church is holding a community music concert on Saturday 25th March to raise money for the church, and the 

school would very much like to be involved. We plan to have: 

*A Jupiter Class performance 

*An orchestra performance for any pupils who would like to take part.  

If your child is NOT able to take part in this concert, please email admin at admin@wincle.cheshire.sch.uk  

Science Week 

British Science Week is a ten-day celebration of science, technology, engineering and maths taking place between 

10-19 March 2023. At Wincle School, we will have a science-filled morning of activities on launch day, 

Friday 10th March.  

The theme this year is Connections: this theme is broad and includes a range of scientific activities, from 

experiments for all ages looking at the connections between animals and their habitats, to hands-on projects 

including building a barometer and research-based activities like the journey our food takes from farm to fork 

and how we can connect with each other through debate. 

Science week is not limited to events at Wincle, there are nationwide events which you can visit. Have a look at 

the Science Week site for ideas of things to do at home.  

If you do carry out some science activities at home during science week, please let us know at school as we would 

love to share them at Praise Worship on Friday 17th March. 

Site a bird box: 

From work carried out at the school vision morning, it was requested that we have more time with the Peak Park 

Rangers, for activities, including making bird boxes. Mars class were fortunate enough to have a session working 

with Martin Winder and made 3 bird boxes. In the school, we are quite densely populated with bird boxes, so if 

you would like to nominate a location within the Peak Park, where you can install a bird box, please send in the 

details to win one of the boxes to site at your farm/local area. Please send the details to the office by 3rd March. 

We will draw the names of the winning locations on the launch day, 10th March. 
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Science Dates for your diary: 

3rd March - Entries to be in school to have a bird box to site within the Peak Park (with the landowner’s 

permission) 

10-19 March - Science Week 

10th March - Wincle Science Activities  

17th March - Science Week activities pupils have enjoyed outside of school, shared in Praise Worship 

Phonics and Early Reading information evening for parents: 

We would like to invite parents of Twincle and Mars pupils to an information evening about phonics and early 

reading. This will incorporate spelling also. This will take place on Thursday 2nd February at 6pm, in school. 

As documented in the last school newsletter, as a school, we are expected to follow a synthetics sound programme 

and this very much determines how we teach phonics (reading and spelling) to all children. We would like to explain 

to parents how their children learn phonics in school and when a child is deemed ready to come off decodable 

books in reading. We have received a lot of training on this in recent weeks and as a result, some of our children 

may be changing reading book bands. This will all be explained at the meeting. 

We will also be providing parents with an opportunity to watch a video of the children in school learning, to help 

support your understanding in this topic. We will also be providing you with lots of ways you can help at home – 

both for reading and spelling. 

Please confirm attendance with Mrs Smith  

Class information:  

Twincle: 

Please see above for the phonics and early reading information evening.  

Mars: 

Thank you to all of Mars class for turning up ready to work outside last Thursday. We had a lovely morning with 

Martin Winder, supported by Steph DP. The children made bird food, built bird boxes, and tended to saplings 

being grown for the school field. We put bird food out on Mars's bird feeder, and on Friday, we had a woodpecker 

on there, so do let us know which birds have been visiting your gardens. 

Book Audit 

On Thursday of this week, all reading books will be collected in. We will not be sending home reading books until 

Monday 23rd January. Please share books you have at home, school library books and read the books on Bug Club in 

the interim.  More information on our recent phonics and early reading training will be given at our meeting on 2nd 

February.  

100 Star Treat 

This Friday 20th January, it is the Star reward afternoon (in December, the children finally reached 100 stars in 

the jar). After discussion, the children decided to have a party and to wear fancy dress of their choice. Please 

can children come in uniform on Friday and bring in an outfit, which they will change into over lunchtime.  

Lower Moss Wood Trip 

Mars and Saturn have a trip to Lower Moss Wood on Monday 30th January.  

Lower Moss Wood has a unique approach to wildlife and environmental education. During the day, the children will 

walk through the wood, guided by the Warden Ray Jackson as well as:  

• Learn how to identify the birds by their song. 

• Be a detective and discover the secrets of who lives in the wood by decoding the signs that they leave behind. 

• Delve into the depths of the pond to see what lies beneath. 

• Work out the food chain from the microscopic creatures to the top predator. 

The children will travel to Lower Moss Wood by coach. We will be leaving school at 8:45 and will be back normal 

time.  

The children MUST wear warm clothes, waterproofs and sensible footwear (wellies or walking boots). Please send 

in a snack and water bottle, but school will provide a packed lunch.  

The cost of this trip is £5 per child as the PTA are covering the large majority of costs. Please pay using the e-

basket on the Cheshire East Payments site.  

Saturn:  

Lower Moss Wood Trip 

Saturn pupils will be joining Mars on their trip on 

Monday 30th January. Please see above for information.  

Jupiter:   

Chester Cathedral 

The pupils in Jupiter will be joining Saturn for this trip. 

Please see opposite for more information.   



 

 

Chester Cathedral 

The pupils in Saturn and Jupiter will be visiting 

Chester Cathedral on Tuesday 14th February to take 

part in ‘Gaia in the Cathedral’. Gaia is a six-metre art 

installation of the earth by Luke Jerram. Whilst at the 

cathedral, the children will have a tour of the very 

special building and take part in a workshop linked to 

the art work.  

The pupils will travel by coach and leave school at 

8.45am. They are to wear school uniform and bring a 

coat and a water bottle.  

The cost of this trip is £5 per child and the school are 

going to pay for the transport. Please pay using the e-

basket on the Cheshire East Payments site. 

 

Reading 

Children in Jupiter and Milky Way have made a great 

start to 2023, particularly with the reading challenge!  

Thanks for your continued support. Please remember to 

keep checking children are recording their reading in 

their diaries and complete/check feedback in homework 

books.   

All our Michael Morpurgo books are currently out off 

the shelves being read!  Children can read either Poetry, 

Fantasy or Non-fiction books, whilst waiting.  We are 

trying to source more books but if anyone has any 

Michael Morpurgo books, that they are happy to donate 

to our collection, please can you send in! 

Netball 

19/1/23 – netball practice for the 18 children going to 

the competition on 25th January.  

Wednesday 25th January – aged 10+ High Five netball 

tournament at Wilmslow High school – parent volunteer 

needed. Please let the office know if you can accompany 

us 12.15 until 4.15 pm.                                                                                      

The children attending this tournament will need to 

come in PE kits.  They will be having early lunch and 

leaving at approximately 12.15 pm.  The tournament 

finishes at 3.30pm, so please note we return to school 

for 4.15pm.  We will keep the school office informed 

of any changes.   

Reminders 

Data collection sheet 

Following a recent change in guidance, we are required to ask all parents to complete a new data sheet. This is 

because we need to ensure we have the following information recorded: 

*who has parental responsibility of your children 

*your three emergency contacts in the order you would like them to be contacted 

*if your child resides in more than one property as we are required to have it recorded when they are at which 

property 

*whether there are any court orders in place for your children  

We would very much appreciate a prompt response from all parents to complete this form. Please note that only 

one sheet needs to be completed for all of your children.  

Year 1 phonics testing 

We are now cancelling this meeting and all information will be given to parents instead on Thursday 2nd February.  

Year 4 Multiplication Check. 

In June, all pupils in year four will sit a Multiplication 

Times Tables Check. We would like to provide parents 

with more information on this and how they can help at 

home, so we are holding a short meeting on Thursday 

9th February after school. Please do try to join us if 

your child is in year four.  

Year 6 SATs 

In May, the Y6 pupils will all be sitting their end of key 

stage assessments. As a result of the King’s Coronation, 

these tests will begin on Tuesday 9th May and as we 

have fourteen pupils in year six, a different approach 

will be required this year. We would like to provide 

parents with more information on this and how they can 

help and support at home, so we are holding a short 

meeting on Tuesday 24th January after school. Please 

do try to join us if your child is in year six. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Important Dates: 

Thursday 19th January – Y4 multi skills event at Macclesfield Academy 

Monday 23rd January – Chinese New Year celebrations 

Tuesday 24th January – Y6 SATs information meeting at 3.20pm 

Wednesday 25th January – Netball competition for Y5/6 PM 

Y3/4 football competition at Macclesfield Town 

Monday 30th January – Mars and Saturn trip to Lower Moss Wood 

Wednesday 1st February – Mars parents to lunch 

 Y5/6 Girls football competition at Macclesfield Town 

Thursday 2nd February - Parent information evening for phonics and early reading 

Friday 3rd February – coffee afternoon for parents from 2.30pm 

Wednesday 8th February – Y5/6 Boys football competition at Macclesfield Town 

Thursday 9th February – Y4 MTC information meeting at 320pm 

Tuesday 14th February – Chester Cathedral visit for pupils from Y2 to Y6 

Wednesday 15th February – Story Café 

Thursday 16th February – Saturn parents to lunch 

Friday 17th February – finish for half term 

Monday 27th February – school opens 

Thursday 2nd March – World Book Day 

Football competition at Wincle for small schools 

Wednesday 8th March – Twincle parents to lunch 

Y3/4 Football competition at Macclesfield Town 

Friday 10th March – Science Day 

Tuesday 14th March – Jupiter parents to lunch 

Wednesday 15th March – Y5/6 girls Football competition at Macclesfield Town 

Thursday 16th March – Jupiter trip to Manchester Museum of Science and Industry 

Parents Evening 

Friday 17th March – Mothers’ Day Service at 9am 

Wednesday 22nd March – Y5/6 boys Football competition at Macclesfield Town 

Thursday 23rd March – Mars trip to Macclesfield Museum 

Y5/6 Kwik cricket competition  

Saturday 25th March – Music Concert at church 

Thursday 30th March – Twincle story café 

Friday 31st March – Easter Service at 9am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


